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and Privileges inherent in them only : The like Rights and Privileges, we do infift, are conftitutionally inl:

rent in us, as the Reprefentatives in Affembly of free Bririfb Subje@ts, and we hope We fhall be allowed t.

exercife them without Controul, unlefs it can be fhewn (which we cannot conceive) that our dependent Siate,
upon our Mother Country (of which we are duly fenfible, and in whofe wife Dcterminations we fhall alwaye
chearfully acguiefce) neceflarily deprives us of any Part of them. As we have not at prefent Time to look
fully into the Matter, we will for Argument’s Sake, fuppofe fome of the old Journals may thew, fome few
Inftances of what you affert in Relation to the Modes ot Proceeding, for bringing about the Paflage of Bills
fof raifing Money for the Ufes you mention ; but we cannot by any Means allow, that a few Inftances in the
Times of the Infancy of the Province, fhould operate againft a Right fo effential to the Prefervation of the
Liberties and Properties of our Conftituents. Thofe you mention, are not the only fad Inflances of the In-
attention of our Predeceflors, in affording, and the Vigilance and 1¥1ivity of the Government in.laying
hold of, Opportunitics to encroach upon their Rights and Liberties. The Multiplicity of them afford a me -
lancholy Retrofpeét, and call loudly upon us, to be as circumfpeét as poffible, in order to guard againit the
like for the future. To an Inadvertency of the like Sort, little thort of Infatuation, do your Honours owe
your Exiftence as an Upper Houfe; an Inadvertency which has brought upon us, all the Evils naturally
flowing from the Introduction of a dependent Branch of Legiflature into our Conftitution ; Evils, which the
People of this Province moft fenfibly Feel, and which we fear their lateft Pofterity will have Caufe to Lament.

It would feem, from the Terms of your Meflage, that your Honours reprefent the whole Sum of Moncy
to be raifed by our Bill, as applied to the Purpofe only, of Levying, Paying, and Cloathing, Four Hundred
Men, over and above the Eighty four Recruits, required as our Quota, for compleating the regular Regi-
ments on the Continent : How difingenuous is this Infinuation ? Your Honours muft have obferved, that not
much more than one Third of the Sum propofed to be raifed by the Bill, is to be applied to thofe Purpofes ;
and that the Rett is appropriated to the Difcharge of large Sums of Money, advanced by tie Crown, for the
Payment of which, the Credit of the Province ftood engaged.by the Refolves of the laie Lower Houfes, and
of this Houfe, and to defraying other Expences, neceflarily incurred for his Majefty’s Service, and the De-
fence and Prote&tion of our Frontier Inhabitants. From this Infinuation, we cannor help inferring, that you
would be willing to bring the public Faith of the Province into Difgrace, and to fuffer very many neccflary
Exbences to remain undefrayed, whatever may be the fatal Confequences to the Public, or to Individuals,
and more efpecially thofe, who have fuffered fo greatly by Quartering his Majefty’s Regular Troops, or by
aftual Service on, and large Expences towards, the Security of our Weftern Frontiers.  Your Honours are
pleafed to ubferve, that if all the real and perfonal Property in the Province were to be taxed, agreeable to
our Plan, could it be carried into Execution, a Sum twice as great as what we have mentioned, would be
raifed even in one Year. We are at a Lofs how to underftand, from your Expreflion, whether you mean
the whole Sum propofed to be raifed by the Bill, or the particalar Sum appropriated in the Bill, for the
Levying, Paying, and Cloathing, the Number of Men to be raifed : If you mean even the latter, we
cannot avoid obferving, how extremely your Sentiments are changed fince 4pri/ 1758, when you couvld
not dilcover by what Rule or Principle, the Lower Houfe could infer a Capital, which would raife Forty-
five Thoutand Pounds in Three Years, by a Pound-Rate equal to that which you now are of Opinion,
would raife Thirty Thoufand Pounds in lefs than One Year, and that not upon the whole Property,”as was
nearly the Cafe in the Bill of 1758 : Your Honours at that Time thought, that diminifhing the Ability of
the Province, was a proper Method to encounter the Bill, then before you ; but now, when you imagine the
fame good Caufe may be ferved by a contrary Suppofition, you don’t flick at making it, however gla-
ringly it may infer the Mutability of your Sentiments. '

You are pleafed to Queftion if our Bill can be carried into Execution, and to affert, that if it could,
Difcord and Confufion among jthe Inhabitants, would be the Confequence: We can only fay, that Plans
of this Kind have not only been thought pradticable, but found, by long Experience, to be eligible in our
Mother Country, and moft of the neighbouring Colonies, and we could with your Honours would only give
the People of this Province an Opportunity of making an Experiment of it. If it were%eally fuch, as you
would reprefent it, our Conftituents would foon difapprove it, and ym*r Honours would no more be trou-
bled about it ; at prefent we judge it moft agreeable to their common Intereft, and we know it to be moft
faitable to their Inclinations ; and therefore we think it more probable, that Difcord and Confufion among
the Inhabitants would enfue from yoar Refufal to affent t0 a Mode of Taxation fo equitable and fo much
defired, than from the carrying into Execution the Syftem we have adopted. To conclude your Meflage,
your Honours recommend a Mode of Taxation for raifing a Sum of Money, adequate to the Purpofes of
Levying, Cloathing and Paying, the Four Hundred Men propofed to be raifed '(by which you al{o impliedly
recommend to defert the Public Faith of the Province, at leaft for the prefent) fome fuch fimple Mode of
Taxation as hath been heretofore purfued in this Province : We doubt not but any fuch fimple rI}’lode'of

axation



